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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations 2017 
 

 

YEAR 10 
  

 ENGLISH LITERATURE          
               

TIME: 2 hours 

Name: _________________________________                                                    Class: _________ 

 

SECTION A – DRAMA                                                                                                (25 MARKS) 

Choose the Drama Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE question from 1, 2 

or 3. 

 

MACBETH  (William Shakespeare)   

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

BANQUO  The earth hath bubbles, as the water has,   

  And these are of them. Whither are they vanish'd?   

MACBETH  Into the air; and what seem'd corporal melted   

  As breath into the wind. Would they had stay'd! 
 

BANQUO  Were such things here as we do speak about?  5  

  Or have we eaten on the insane root   

  That takes the reason prisoner?   

MACBETH  Your children shall be kings.   

BANQUO  You shall be king. 
 

MACBETH  And thane of Cawdor too: went it not so? 10  

BANQUO  To the selfsame tune and words. Who's here? 
 

 

a. Explain the context in which these lines occur.                                                               5 marks 

 

b. Describe the different ways in which Banquo and Macbeth react in this scene.             7 marks 

 

c. How does this incident influence Macbeth’s behaviour after he returns to Inverness?   7 marks 

                                               

d. Explain the following lines:                                                                                             6 marks 

i)  and what seemed corporal melted/As breath into the wind. 

ii) Or have we eaten on the insane root/that takes the reason prisoner? 

iii) went it not so?/To the selfsame tune and words 

 

2.  How far does Lady Macbeth influence Macbeth in his decision to kill Duncan?  

 

3.   Choose TWO of the following characters and write about their role and character by referring 

  to Act I and Act II of the play Macbeth: 

Banquo              Duncan           MacDuff 

       

Track 3 

http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/macbeth/macbethglossary/macbeth1_1/macbethglos_bubbles.html
http://www.shakespeare-online.com/plays/macbeth/macbethglossary/macbeth1_1/macbethglos_insaneroot.html
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TWELFTH NIGHT (William Shakespeare) 

1.     Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

VIOLA 

 

 

 

 

OLIVIA 

 

VIOLA 

If I did love you in my master’s flame, 

With such a suffering, such a deadly life, 

In your denial I would find no sense; 

I would not understand it. 

 

Why, what would you? 

 

Make me a willow cabin at your gate 

And call upon my soul within the house. 

Write loyal cantons of contemned love 

And sing them loud even in the dead of night. 

Halloo your name to the reverberate hills 

And make the babbling gossip of the air 

Cry out “Olivia!” Oh, you should not rest 

Between the elements of air and earth, 

But you should pity me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a.  Describe the circumstances that lead to this dialogue between Viola and Olivia.                5 

marks 

 

b.  Comment on Viola’s words and her character as seen in Act I and Act II.                           7 

marks 

 

c.  Discuss how various characters suffer because of love in Acts I and II.                               7 

marks 

 

d.  Explain the following lines:                   6 

marks 

     i)  If I did love you in my master’s flame 

    ii)  Make me a willow cabin at your gate 

   iii)  Halloo your name to the reverberate hills 

 

 

2.  Why is this a comedy of romance and mistaken identities? Give examples from Acts 1 and II 

and comment about the way love and comedy become intertwined. 

 

3.  Choose TWO of the following characters and write about their role and character in Act I and 

Act II of the play Twelfth Night:  

                          Sir Andrew             Maria             Malvolio                   Feste 
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THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (William Shakespeare) 

 

1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

a)  Antonio wants to help his friend by all means; why does Bassanio ask for help?           5 marks 

 

b)   Do you agree that Bassanio is really unworthy of Antonio’s friendship?  How does Bassanio’s 

character develop in Act  I and Act II?                                                                            7 marks 

 

c)  Comment on the ways love and money are connected in the play in Act I and Act II; refer to 

episodes or characters that show this connection.                                                            7 marks 

 

d)   Explain the following lines:                                                                                             6 marks 

i)  How much I have disabled mine estate, 

ii)  To you, Antonio,/ I owe the most in money and in love 

iii)  My purse, my person, my extremest means/ Lie all unlocked to your occasions. 

 

 

2.  Explore the problem of racial prejudice in Act I and Act II of The Merchant of Venice.  Give 

examples of injustices and comment about characters’ reactions and words. 

 

 

3.  “Men only see what they want to see.” Comment about this statement in relation to the casket 

 lottery which Portia’s father devised. 

 

 

 

 

ANTONIO 

 

 

 

BASSANIO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ANTONIO 

Well, tell me now what lady is the same 

To whom you swore a secret pilgrimage, 

That you today promised to tell me of? 
 

'Tis not unknown to you, Antonio, 

How much I have disabled mine estate, 

By something showing a more swelling port 

Than my faint means would grant continuance. 

Nor do I now make moan to be abridged 

From such a noble rate. But my chief care 

is to come fairly off from the great debts 

Wherein my time something too prodigal 

Hath left me gaged. To you, Antonio, 

I owe the most in money and in love, 

And from your love I have a warranty 

To unburden all my plots and purposes 

How to get clear of all the debts I owe. 
 

I pray you, good Bassanio, let me know it. 

And if it stand, as you yourself still do, 

Within the eye of honor, be assured 

My purse, my person, my extremest means 

Lie all unlocked to your occasions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
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A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE (Arthur Miller) 

 

1. ‘Alfieri’s role in the play A View from the Bridge is not just that of a lawyer in the community 

of Red Hook.’  Discuss this by close reference to Act I. 

 

2. ‘This play is all about conflict – internal and external.’ Explore the theme of conflict in Act I 

of the play A View from the Bridge. 

 

3. Describe two characters that you sympathise with in the play A View from the Bridge.   Refer 

to Act 1. 

 

THE PLAY OF KES (Barry Hines and Alan Stronach) 

 

1. What is the importance of Kes in The Play of Kes? 

 

2. Is Billy partly to blame for his miserable life?  Discuss by referring to episodes and 

characters.  

  
3. Describe a character you admire and another you dislike in The Play of Kes. 

 

 

SECTION B – POETRY                                                                                               (25 MARKS) 

Choose ONE question from this section. 

1. “We are going to see the Rabbit” and “The Discovery” both express a sense of amazement 

though they refer to completely different ideas.  Write about the different kinds of 

amazement one can find in these two poems.  

 

2.  In the poem “My Parents Kept Me from Children who were Rough’ the poet conveys a very 

clear picture of the speaker’s point of view.  Explain how the poem succeeds in making us 

empathise with the boy through choice of words, imagery and other poetic techniques. 

 

3. A friend has asked you what the poem “The Tiger” by William Blake is about.  Write about 

the poem and explain the main ideas and features. 

 

 

SECTION C – PROSE                                                                                                  (25 MARKS) 

 

Choose the Prose Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE question from either 

1 or 2.  

 

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 

 

1. “One day, while sitting opposite him at their usual place, Bruno remarked, ‘This is the 

strangest friendship I’ve ever had.’” Discuss the relevance of Bruno’s words in The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas. 

 

2. At one point of the novel, Grandmother accuses Father of ‘dressing up like a puppet on a 

string’. Discuss the reason behind Grandma’s words with particular reference to the theme of 

silence in the novel. 
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PRIVATE  PEACEFUL    

 

1. “After father died, the music stopped.” Discuss the impact of death on various members of the 

Peaceful family throughout the novel. 

 

 

2. Describe the love that Thomas Peaceful feels for both his brother Charlie and Molly. What 

happens to test this love? How does Thomas react in these situations?  

 

ANIMAL FARM 

 

1. Describe and discuss Napoleon’s methods of governing in Animal Farm. 

 

2. Why is hope such an important power in the fable Animal Farm? Give examples to show 

how the animals keep on clinging to the dream proposed to them by old Major despite 

constant contradictions.  

 

 

THE GREAT AUTOMATIC GRAMMATIZATOR AND OTHER STORIES 

 

1. Write about the element of horror in TWO of Roald Dahl’s short stories. 

  
2. Choose TWO of your favourite stories and write about the features that make them so good 

in your opinion. You may wish to refer to atmosphere, characterisation, climax and ending. 

 

 

THE OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH   

 

1. Show how Femi’s life and the relationship with his sister changed when the children were 

sent to London. 

 

2. The theme of bullying and persecution runs throughout the novel The Other Side of Truth.  

Discuss. 

FRANKENSTEIN  

 

1. Are the two main characters in Frankenstein similar or dissimilar?  Discuss your viewpoint 

fully by referring to the novel. 

  

 

2. The monster knows that he has been the victim of foul injustices at the hands of humans.  

Discuss the theme of justice in Frankenstein and give examples from specific episodes to 

support your discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 6 of 8                                                                                                    English Literature – Year 10 – Track 3 – 2017   

SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                        (25 MARKS) 

Answer ALL the questions in this section.                                                                          

 

               First Love 

  

I ne’er was struck before that hour  

   With love so sudden and so sweet,  

Her face it bloomed like a sweet flower  

   And stole my heart away complete.  

My face turned pale as deadly pale,  

   My legs refused to walk away,  

And when she looked, what could I ail?  

   My life and all seemed turned to clay.  

 

And then my blood rushed to my face  

   And took my eyesight quite away,  

The trees and bushes round the place  

   Seemed midnight at noonday.  

I could not see a single thing,  

   Words from my eyes did start—  

They spoke as chords do from the string,  

   And blood burnt round my heart.  

 

Are flowers the winter’s choice?  

   Is love’s bed always snow?  

She seemed to hear my silent voice,  

   Not love's appeals to know. 

I never saw so sweet a face  

   As that I stood before.  

My heart has left its dwelling-place  

   And can return no more.  

                                                               John Clare     

 

 

1. List FOUR words from the first four lines of the poem which reflect the subject of the poem.                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                   2 marks 
 

a) ____________________________ c) ____________________________ 

b) ____________________________ d) ____________________________  

 

2. What kind of rhyme scheme does the poet use?                                                                1 mark 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. a) Quote a simile from the first stanza that brings out the beauty of the girl that the speaker 

is in love with.                                                                                                          1 mark 

 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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 b)  Explain why the simile you quoted effectively brings out the beauty of the girl.                                                                                                                           

                    1 mark 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Falling in love affected the speaker physically. From the first stanza, describe TWO physical 

effects of falling in love.                                                                                                  2 marks    

                                                                                                        

a) _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

b) _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. From stanza 2 quote TWO phrases that show that falling in love ‘took his eyesight away’.                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                            1 mark 
 

a) ______________________________________________________________________ 

b) ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Explain why the poem appears to associate falling in love with blindness.                    2 marks  

                                                                                                                          

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. “words from my eyes did start” 

 Explain this metaphor.                                                                                                       1 mark 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. ‘And blood burnt round my heart.’ 

 

a. Which two figures of speech can be found in the above lines?                                1 mark 

 

i) _____________________ ii) _____________________ 
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b. Explain the above line and comment on its effectiveness.                                               2 marks 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. “Are flowers the winter’s choice? 

     Is love’s bed always snow?” 
 

 How do these two questions at the beginning of the third stanza change the tone of the poem?                                                                                                                   

           2 marks 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  Quote two lines from the last stanza which show the speaker’s inability to communicate with 

his ‘first love’.                                                                                                                  2 marks 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What do the final two lines of the poem seem to suggest?                                              3 marks 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. In 40 words show how Clare’s poem describes both the pleasurable and terrifying aspects of 

falling in love for the first time.                                                                                       4 marks 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 


